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SALCOMBE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH'S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR 

mmmm*.  1952. 

■j 

MfiflicaL-OfEicer  of  s  Dr.  W.  C.  SMALES,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  3  D.P.H. 

Officer  of  Health  »  Dr.  R.  H.  DUMMETT 9  M.B.  ,  Ch.B. 

Sanitary.  Inspector  :  Mr.  R.  J.  NICHOLS ,  A.M.I.S.E., 

A.I.A.S.  M.R.San.I. 

Sanitary  Inspector  s  Mr.  T.  J.  LOVELESS. 


Mr^_._  .  RICHMOND  and  GENTmiEB, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December 9  1952. 
The  health  of  the  District  has  continued  to  be  satisfactory. 
^^.ILTICS, SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  /JR 


Area  (in  acres)  -  l9l8l. 

Population  -  The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  resident; 
population  -  29426. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1952)  according  to  the 
Rate  Books  -  896. 

Rateable  Value  -  £24,079. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  -  £95. 


Live  Births  g 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


VITAL  STATISTICS  ♦ 


Total. 

30 

3 


M. 

23 

2 


F. 

7 

1 


BIRTH  RaTE  per  19000  of , the  estimated  Population  -  13o60. 

TT  J  e  per  19000  total  (live  and  still) 


Births  ..  -  Nil, 


De.oJ.HS  -  47.  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  -  19.37. 
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Deaths  (-from  Puerperal  Causes)  -  Nil* 

Death's.,  of ..  Infants  under  one.  year  of-  age  -  Nil* 

DEATH  RATE  -  All  Infants  per  13000  Live  Births  -  Nil* 

Legitimate  Infants  per  ls000 
-  ♦  Legitimate  Live  Births  -  Nil*. 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  13000 
Illegitimate  Live  Births  -  Nil*.. 

Deaths  of  Jnfants  under  4.  weeks  of  age..-  Nil* 


CAUSE3  OF  DEATH* 

1*  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System* 
2*  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis* 

3*  Syphilitic  Disease. 

4,  Diphtheria. 

!)*  Whooping  Gough. 

6.  Meningoccal  Infections. 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis* 

3*  Measles. 

9*  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases. 
10.  Malignant  Neoplasm3  Stomach* 

11*  Malignant  Neoplasm s  Lung3  Bronchus. 

12.  Malignant  Neo Plasm 3  Breast. 

13*  Malignant  Neoplasm 3  Uterus. 

14*  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms. 
17*  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia* 

16*  Diabetes* 

17*  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System* 

18,  Coronary  Disease 3  Angina* 

19*  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease. 

20.  Ocher  Heart  Disease. 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease. 

22*  Influenza* 

23  *  Pnuemonia • 

24*  Bronchitis. 

25*  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System* 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. 

27-  Gastritis 3  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea* 

2o ♦  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. 

29*  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate. 

30.  Pregnancy 5  Childbirth 3  Abortion* 

31*  Congenital  Malformations. 

32*  Ouher  defined  and  ill^defined  Diseases. 
33*  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

34.  All  other  Accidents. 

35*  Suicide. 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  ear • 


M. 


F. 


1 


2 

3 

7 

3 

l 
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The  conditions  of  occupation  and  of  environment  have  not  had 
a  prejudicial  influence  on  the  general  health  or  mortality. 
Salcombe  is  wcll-Lnown  is  a  holiday  resort  and  yachting  centre. 
During  the  summer  months  -  June  to  September  -  the  population 
is  practically  doubled  by  the  influx  of  visitors* 

GENERAL  PROVISION  Of  H&iLTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  MM:*  The  Public 
Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  are  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Plympt on  Rural  and 
Kingsbridgc  Rural  and  Urban  Districts 3  Kingsbridge  and  Salcombe 
Port  Sanitary  Authority  and  Medical  Officer  of  the  South  Devon 
Hater  Board). 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Hea.lt h  (occasional). 

One  full-time  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector* 

L; ^ORATORY  FACILITIES »  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
provide  a  service  for  the  investigation  of  communicable  disease 
and  the  examination  of  milic3  water  supplies 5  ice-cream  and 
foodstuffs  etc.  I  am  grateful  for  their  assistance  and  willing 
co-operation  at  all  times. 

VA^IfATICi(  _AIED_  IMLroiSilCICiT .  are  carried  out  through  the  General 
Practitioner  Service  or  at  Schools 3  School  Clinics  and  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  by  the  County  Council  through  the  County  Health 
Serv?.ces.  Supplies  of  Diphtheria  Antigen  can  be  obtained  from 
the  County  Mectical  Officer 5  45  3  St.  David's  Hill3  Exeter 3  and 
Vaccine  Lymph  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service*  -  ‘  ;- 
7S  Dix’s  Field3  Exeter. 


.AUi-,  provide  l6  beds  for  patients  from 

Kings  bridge  arid  the  surrounding  districts-- 

Men's  Ward* •  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  6  beds 

Women*  s  Ward  • «  ...  . .  .  * .  6  •  beds 

Children's  Cote.  ...  . .  ...  2 

Private  Wards* . .  2  (1  bed  each). 


Causes  of  Infectious  Disease  are  sent  to  the 
Swilly  Isolation  Hospi tal*.  Patients  are  removed  by  the 
Plymouth  Ambulance  Service  on  behalf  of  the  Devon  County  Council. 

The  Midwives  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council 
which  investigates  cases  of  Maternal  Mortality  and  Puerperal 
Disease.  There  is  one  practising  Midwife  in  the  district. 

If LDfCC j A Jll CHI LD  WELFARE  CEI'jTRE.  There  is  a  centre  in  Salcombe 
which  is  open  on  the  1st  and  B^d  Wednesdays  in  each  months 
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DISJLiSES  TKEaVlliENT.  At  the  Venereal  Disease  Department 3 
City  Hospital.,  Plymouth*  Female  in-patients  are  also  sent  to  St. 
Mary1  s  Home 3  Exeter.  A  refund  of  rail  or  ’bus  fare  can  be  made 
m  suitable  cases  by  applying  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Centre 
or  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Treatment  is  also  available  from  a  certain  number  of 
selected  General  Medica.l  Practitioners  specially  approved  for  the 
purpose  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  There  :.s  one  such  Practitioner 
in  Modbur-y  and  another  at  Kings  bridge. 

^T-RiiYS.  The  Regional  Hospital  Board  have  apparatus  for 
examinati ons  at  their  Chest  Clinics  at  Exeter 3  Torquay 3 

Barnstaple  end  Plymouth. 


QPjBl-AIR  SCHOOL.  The  Devon  County  Council  maintain  a  residential 
home  for  the  r  ehabilitation  of  delicate  and  debilitated  children 
at  Oaklands  Park3  Dawlish.  There  is  also  an  open-air  school  for 
delicate  children  at  Torquay. 

OR THQPi iEDI C  TRE-n.TI.4Ei? T  is  available  through  the  Devon  Orthopaedic 
Association  as  in-patients  at  Oxeter  and  Plymouth.  For 
out-patients 3  there  is  a  Clinic  at  Kingsbridge  and  the  South  West 
Clinic  which  deals  with  this  district  as  well  is  held  at  Hartley 
Hou  s  e  3  I  lannamoad  s  Plymo  ut  h . 

AMBULAi’I.CS  SERVICES,  The  ambulance  Service  throughout  Devon  is 
operated  in  accordance  with  Section  27  (2)  of  the  national  Health 
Service  Act  j  1946 3  through  the  a.gency  of  the  Voluntary 
Organisations.  Infectious  cases  in  the  Plymouth  Infectious 
Area  are  carried 3  by  agreement s  in  the  Plymouth  Infectious  ambulance- 


NOT  II1  Ia-JBLE_  DIBIT  RES  ,  ( OTHER  THAy 

pis.ease  • 

Erysipelas. 

Mumps  3  Meningitis  and  Bilateral 
Orchitis • 
ucarlet  Fever . 

Poli  omy e  litis  ( Par  a.lyt  i  c ) . 

Poli omyelit is  ( N on-Faralyti c ) . 
Measles . 

Wh o  o ping .  G  o ug  h . 


Tlx  -EEC] JJ^OS  I_3_ )  DURING  THE  YE^ 


Total  causes  notified. 
1 


14 

1 

1 

5 


TOTAL. 
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TUBERCULOSIS . 


HE 17  CASE3  .LID  MORTALITY  DURING  IQ  52# 


f-s^- 
10  -  20 
20  -  25 
25  -  35 
35  -  45 
45  -  55 
55  -  7C 
70  arid 
over# 


M 


NEW  CASES . 

Hon- Re a  pi rat ory < 
F  M  *  F 


DEiiTHS. 

Respiratory.  Hon- Respiratory 
M  "  F  M  F 


S;UTIT,J&  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF. THE  ,*flEA# 


Wg^er  Supply .  The  Moorland  Water  Supply  to  the  Urban  District  is 

supplied  in  bulk,  by  the  South  Devon  Water  Board,  being  satisfactory- 
in  quality  and  quantity#  The  service  reservoir  on  the  Berry  was 
drained  and  thoroughly  cleansed#  A  new  water  ma:n  was  laid  in 
Robinsons  Row#  41  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  results  were  as  follows  »~ 


supplies  # 

CXass.,  J, .  Class  2 .  Class  S .  CTL&ss  4#  TQT^L. 

24  1  ^  '  1~  31 

No  trace  of  lead  was  found# 

10  samples  were  taken  of  spring  water  in  the  district, 
3  of  which  showed  a  slight  degree  of  contamination,  3  a  moderate 
degree  of  pollution  and  4  were  grossly  polluted#  Appropriate  action 
was  taken. 


MeUig^^CjLje.qnsxn^  A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  in  all  parts  of  the 
district  has  been  carried  out.  The  refuse  tip  has  been  levelled  using 
a  bulldozer,  and  a  wire  enclosure  erected  to  prevent  the  washing 
away  of  reiuse  by  the  sea. 
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Hoyts  ing »  1  permanent  house  and  4  flats  were  completed  during  the 

year,  all  of  -which  were  two-bedroom  type. 

Food  Supplies »*  The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as 
be  ,ng  unfit  for  human  consumption  s- 

G  tins  fish;  19  tins  fruit;  49  tins- milic; 

2  tans  vegetables;  12  tins  meat  and  191bs  4  ozs.  cheese* 

Bakehouses *  The  4  bakehouses  were  inspected  regularly  and 
were  kept  in  a  satisfactory-  condition. 

Ice-cream  *  20  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  -  all 

satisfactory . 

iteXbr,  JGfkXilS.  Jji.  J&Q-J&tU&EX*  In  July  ,  1950,  the  Fort  Health 

authority  approved  the  proposal  of  the  Whitstable  Oyster 
Company  to  lay  oysters'  in  the  bed  of  the  Estuary.  The  Company 
gave  a  written  undertaking  that  all  oysters  extracted  from 
the  Estuary  would  be  forwarded  direct  to  Whitstable  for  passing 
through  their  cleansing  tanks  before  sa.le  to  the  public* 

Samples  ta^en  from  the  layings  before  cleansing 
show  evidence  of  pollution,  and  they  are,  according  to  the 
Fishmongers  Company  standards,  unsatisfactory. 

Samples  taken  by  the  Fishmongers  Company  Inspector 
after  cleansing  show  the  oysters  to  be  10Qb  clean. 

Shell-fish*  Samples  have  been  taken  of  various  other  types  of 
shell-fish  all  of  which  have  been  found  to  be  considerably 
pollut  ed . 


Schools «  There  are  3  schools  in  the  district.  .  The  saniwary 
accommodation  at  2  of  the  schools  is  still  very  poor. 

During  the  year,  8  notices  were  received, 
referring  to  30  .hildren  who  were  excluded  from  school  because 
of  communicable  disease  or  bec-ause  they  were  contacts. 


Routine  disinfection  has  been  carried  out  after 
ill  notified  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 


gui sances .  5  complaints  of  nuisances  were  received,  all  of 

which  were  dealt  with  by  informal  action* 
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GiiMP.Lj.Tfa  pITES. 

*  <i.  count  was  taicen  on  the  11th  nugust,  19523  of  the 
caravans  and  tents  in  the  district  and*  the  result  was.  as  follows  t 


.Beacon  Iioad . 

0.3.  fie  Yd  No.  217  s 

222 

15 

caravans • 

0.3. 

2  76 

21 

tents. 

14 

t  ent  s • 

271 

1 

caravan. 

:>32 

2 

caravans. 

363 

8 

tents . 

354 

7 

vents. 

355 

10 

t  enta  « 

325 

1 

tent « 

Mou  t  Hill  {’ColLgton  Hoad,)  • 

402 

5 

caravans • 

6 

tents. 

400 

396 

369 

4 

tents  * 
caravans, 
t  ent  s . 

2 

caravans • 

2 

tents « 

Southern  14111  (South  Sandal. 

441 

3 

caravans. 

884 

7 

tents . 

1 

caravan. 

l 

tent. 

437 

4 

tents • 

Shar  Pi  -ijxr. 

•. - * — «»•  <x"*r  -It  IrWUl 

1 

caravan. 

SE '-VEH/j-GE  i 


an 


Sewers  for  the  South  Sands  area  was  relaid  to 
extent  of  ^ approximately  6b  yards  at  its  sea  outfall  at  Splat 

xhis  portion  oi  pipe  had  completely  collapsed  owing  to  the 
eij. ect  of  the  very  rough  seas  encountered  there  and  gave  rise  to  a 
serious  public  health  nuisance  at  this  popular  sandy  cove.  As  an 
additional  precautions  the  new  pipe  has  been  encased  in  concrete 
a2ic  the  sewage  is  discharged  into  de^.p  water. 

„  .  _  „  ,Ng^  Public  conveniences  have  been  erected  at  Two 

Hoots  bar  taric  -  used  mainly  by  coaches  and.  the  nearby  ‘bus  station. 

...  ^  .  ThG  numerous  small  outfalls  in  the  Harbour 

continue  to  exist  and  are  periodically  cleared  and  kept  in  order. 


FACTORIES  ACT 3  1937. 


PRESiCRIBj^  PARTIfGUL.^RS  0/_JTHE_  iTOIlTIST^lTION 
OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 . 

PART  1  OF  THE  ,,CT . 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  inspector). 


Premises 


XU _ ; 


No*  in 
Re gist  er . 


Inspections 


No.  of 
wri_ uen 
Notices • 


J&U™ _ _  XD  . 


Occup¬ 

iers 

pros¬ 

ecuted. 


ID- 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2  3s  4 

and  6  a.re  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  .authorities  .7  6 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority.  17  12 


(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Loca.1 
Authority  ~( excluding 
o ut-viorx ers, [  premises). 

TOTAL. 


24  l8 


'  '  I  am3 

Your  obedient  Servant  , 

W.  G.  SIuiiLES  • 

JULY,  1953*  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


